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Extract from the Mi N UTEs of a 
CONVERSATION, 


Between the Rev. Mr. F. Weſley, and 

others, at a public Conference held 
in London, Auguſt 7, 1770, and 
printed by V. Pine, Briſtol: 


= heed to 95 Doctrine. 


We ſaid in 1744. We have leaned too 
much toward Calviniſm.* Wherein? 


1. With regard to Man's Faithfulneſs. 
Our Lord himſelf taught us to uſe the ex- 
preſſion. And we ought never to be 
aſhamed of it. We ought fteadily to aſ- 
ſert, on his authority, that if a man is not 
faithful in the unrighteous mammon, God 
will not give him the true riches. 


2. With regard to working for li ” 
This alſo our Lord has expreſly commanded 
A 2 us. 


4 7 
us. Labour ERGAZ EST HR, literally work 
for the meat that endureth to rverlaſtim tife. 
And in fact, every believer, till he comes 
to glory, works for as well as from life. 


3. We have received 1t as a maxim, 
that * a man is to do nothing, in order 
to Juſtification.” Nothing can be more 
falſe. Whoever deſires to find favour with 
God, ſhould ceaſe from evil and learn to 
do well. Whoever repents, ſhould do works 
meet for repentence. And if this is not in 


order to find favor, what does he. do them 
for ? 


Review the whole affair. 
I. Who of us is now accepted of God? 


_ He that now believes in Chriſt, with a 
loving obedient heart. 


2. But who among thoſe that never r heard 
of Chriſt? 


He that feareth God, and worketh righ- 
teouſneſs according to the light he has. 


3. Is this the ſame With, « He that is 
ſincere ?” 


Nearly, if not quite, 


4. Is 


1 3 J 
4. Is not this, Salvation by works ?® 
Not by the merit of works, but by works 
as a condition. | 
5. What have we then been diſputing 
about for theſe thirty years ? 
I am afraid about words, 


6. As to merit itſelf, of which we have 
been ſo dreadfully afraid: we are rewarded, 
according to our works, yea, becauſe of our 
works, How does this differ from for the 
fake of our works? And how differs this 
from ſecundum merita operum? As our 
works deſerve? Can you ſplit this hair? 


I doubt, I cannot. 


7. The grand objection to one of the 
preceding propoſitions, is drawn from mat- 
ter of fact. God does in fact juſtify thoſe, 
who by their own confeſſion, neither feared 
God nor wrought righteouſneſs. Is this an 
| exception to the general rule ? 


It is a doubt, God makes any exception 
at all. But how are we ſure, that the per- 
ſon in queſtion never did fear God and 

work righteouſneſs? His own ſaying 1o 
18 


CTY 
is not proof: For we know, how all that 
are convinced of ſin, undervalue themſelves 
in every reſpe&. 


8. Does not talking of a juſtified or a 
ſanctified fate, tend to miſlead men? Al- 
moſt naturally leading them to truſt, in 
what was done in one moment? Whereas 
we are every hour and every moment plea- 
fing or diſpleaſing to God, according to our 
works? According to the whole of our 
inward tempers, and our outward beha- 
viour. | | 
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A CONVERSATION between 
1 Hill, Eſq; the Rev. 
r. Madan, and The Superior 

of a Convent of Enghſh Bene- 
difine Monks at Paris, held at 
the ſaid Convent, July 13th, 


1771, in preſence of Thomas 
Powys, Eſqʒ and others. 


Mr. Madan. AIR, I ſuppoſe you have 


| often heard of the different 
lets amongſt the Proteſtants in England ? 


Superior. Very often, ſir. 


Mr. Madan. Have you ever heard of 
the Methodiſts 7 pu” 


Superior. Yes, ſir, very often. 


Mr. Maday. I can ſhew you their tenets, 
ſettled by ſome of their chiefs at their laſt 
conference at London. Here they are. 


Tu By Methodiſts was meant by the Queriſt, Mr. FJ. 
Meſiey and his followers, 


giving 


1 


[giving the extra of the minutes. See page 
. ————_ 


After the Superior had carefully u 
them, he was aſked by - © 


Mr. Madan. Do you agree with that doc- 

tine, ſir? ; 
Superior. No indeed; fir, we 0 not 

hold ſuch principles as thofe. | 


Mr. Madan. What fault 407 you o find with 
Rem 


Superior. They are too near n 
ann 


Mr. Hill The ian of the Roman 
Catholic Church are nearer to the Church 
of England than OE 


Superior. A great deal, ſir; thoſe of 8 
paper are too near Pelagianiſm, the author 
is a Pelagian. 


* Ptlagius lived in the end of the fourth century. 
He denied the doctrines of election, perſeverance, the 
imputation of Adam's fin and Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 
He taught, that our ſalvation depended on man's faith- 
fulnefs ; and that man could do-ſomething in order to 
procure. juſtification, and to find favour with God. St. 
Auguſtin vindicated the doctrines of God's ſovereign 
grace, and man's inability, againſt this heretic, who 
was publickly 8 by the whole Catholick 
Church, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Madan. What do you think of the 


author's aſſerting, that thoſe who are con- 


vinced of ſin undervalue themſelves in every 
reſpe&t; do you think ſinners can under- 


value themſelves ? 


Superior. No, by no means; having too 


| high thoughts of themſelves makes them live 


* 


in ſin. 


Mr. Madan. Can we have any good in 


us before Juſtification? 


Superior. Certainly not; our Juſtification 
is by Chriſt alone: for if St. Paul ſays, 
that we are not ſufficient of ourſelves to have 
a good thought, how much leſs to perform 
good works. | | 


Mr. Madan. Can we ceaſe to do evil, 
and learn to do well, before Faith? 


Superior. No, we cannot. 


Mr. Madan. St. Paul ſaith, whatſoever 
is not of faith, is ſin. 


Superior. Undoubtedly. 


Mr. Madan. I wiſh, ſir, you would favour 


us with ſome ſtrictures upon that paper in 
| writing ? 


B © Superier,. 
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: Superior. Sir, I am ſo taken up, that I 
kave not time, or I could 7 a great deal 
upon it. 


Mr. Hill. Your doctrine is nearer that of 
the Proteſtants ? 
n oF ; 
Superior... O, fir, a great deal, that is 
Pelagianiſm. 


Several other particulars occurred in the 
ſame converſation, which cannot be ſo mi- 
nutely recollected as the above, but through- 
out the whole, the Superior ſhewed a detel- 
ration .of the principles: in the minutes, as 
attributing too much power and goodneſs 
to man, whom he acknowledged to be fo 
fallen in Adam as to be deſtitute of both, 


: We do verily. believe, from what the Su- 
perior ſaid, that the principles in the extract 
are too rotten for even a Papiſt to reſt upon. 


And from a review of all that paſſed, it 
may be ſuppoſed, that Popery is about the 
pow tal between Proteſtantiſm and Mr. J. 


Weſley. 


* « _y 
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- Since the above converſation and remarks 
were committed to paper, I have been in- 
formed that Mr. //e/ley, at his late conference 
To at Briſtol, complained of a miſrepre- 

ſentation 
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ſentation of his ſentiments, and that he and 
upwards of fifty of his preachers then al- 


| ſembled, ſigned the following manifeſto. 


© Whereas, the doctrinal points in the mi- 


„ nutes of a conference, held in London, Au- 


* guſt 7» 1770, have been underſtood to fa- 
© your juſtification by works: now we, the 


Rev. John Weſley and others, aſſembled in 
8 conference, do declare, that we had no 


ſuch meaning; and that we abhor the doc- 


| © trine of juſtification by works, as a moſt 


< perilous and abominable doctrine; and as 


- | © the ſaid minutes are not ſufficiently guarded 
in the way they are expreſſed, we hereby 


« ſolemnly declare, in the ſight of God, that 


© we have no truſt or confidence, but in the 


alone merits of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for 
« juſtification or ſalvation, either in life, death, 
* or the day of judgment; and though no 
one is a real Chriſtian believer, (and conſe- 

© quently cannot be ſaved) who doth not 

good works, where there is time and oppor- 
* nity, yet our works have no ſhare in merit- 


© 1ng or purchaſing our juſtification, either in 


* whole, or in part.” 


Now, I would only obſerve, that the ſole 


deſign of writing or ſpeaking is to convey 
ideas, and in whatever point of view any 


number of words or ſentences ſtrike the 


hearer or reader, there we are to look for 
the true ſenſe of what is written or ſpoken. 
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If this were not the caſe, there would be 


no, uſe at all in letters, or even in ſpeech it- 


ſelf ; the plaiueſt affirmations and cleareſt 
deciſions would be ſtill nothing but mere am- 
biguities, and liable to a thouſand different 
conſtructions, -.infomuch that no man's real 
ſentiments could ever be known; even Mr. 
Fobn Weſley's fine courtly performance, in- 


titled + Free thoughts on the preſent ſtate of | 
public affairs,” might be interpreted as a ſe-' | 


vere libel upon the king, the miniſtry, and 
the princeſs dowager, and as the higheſt cloge 


upon Wilkes, liberty, and forty-five : for it 
is not at all more certain, that the political 


labours of Mr. Weſiey are intended as a de- 
fence of his 5 N and his miniſters, than 


that his theological labours (I mean as given 


us in the minutes of 1770) are a defence 
of juſtification by works. And we have juſt 


as much reaſon to ſuppoſe that the declara- 


tion itſelf does not convey its proper mean- 
ing, as the minutes themſelves which gave 
riſe to it. And in fact we have ſeen, that 


ſince the firſt _— of this piece was 
publiſhed, Mr. has given an intire 


new turn to the LIEN by attempting; 


to make it compatible with the doCtrinz of 
a ſecond Juſtification by works, 


But notwithſtanding all Mr. Wiley Ma- 
nifeſt contradictions, he affirms, that his opi- 


nion has been always one and the ſame, and 
if he were to go on affirming and contra- 


dictin | 


we 
hat 
vas | 
Ire | 
ine 
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dicting forty years more, I fear he would ne- 


ver have the eandour to acknowledge his own 


inconſiſtencies. And yet this identical gen- 
tleman has written a book, entitled, A ; prs. 
ſervative againſt unſettled notions in religion: 2 
and to this very day both he and his diſci- 
ples are blaming the reſt of the Chriſtian 
world, as void of charity and brotherly love 
towards them, and are for ever crying out, 


135 union, union. But how 18 this union to be 


maintained? Only by wading after Mr. 
John Weſley through the quagmires of Pela- 
gianiſm and Arminianiſm :——by paying the 
moſt ſacred deference to all his cautions 


againſt what authors are to be read, and what 


Preachers to be heard; by putting out 
one's eyes to believe him conſiſtent through 
all his inconſiſtencies; and by tamely giv- 
ing up the moſt precious and eſſential truths 
of the goſpel, whenſocver they claſh with 
any of his own favourite opinions. Upon 
theſe eaſy terms, union with Mr. John W:Ney 
micht ſoon be eſtabliſhed. But whoſoever 
would preſume to bear an open honeſt teſti- 
mony againſt any of his dogmatical deciſions, 
or dare to mention his ſtrange prevarications, 
is immediately held forth as a perſecuting, 
vindictive, blood-thirſty monſter, actuated 
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by curſed party ſpirit, and under the in- 
fluence Of {atan hinnſelf.“ All attempts to 
reaſon 


® Theſe mild and dove like expreſſions have lately 
been vented from the ſhop of a ſtaunch admirer of Mr. 
Neſia, (probably one of his perfect claſs) i in a printed 


circular 


reaſon with ſuch furious bigots as theſe, 
would be only like whiſtling to the wind. 
But I am fully perſuaded, that there are 
many humble, excellent, catholic- ſpirited 
Chriſtians, in ſociety with Mr. Weſley; though 
theſe are for the moſt part kept in much. 
bondage, by being continually ſent to pore 
upon their own corrupted hearts, inſtead of 
being led to view themſelves always com- 
pleat in Chriſt; and whenever they begin to 
taſte the ſweetneſs of free goſpel ſalvation, 
are frightened from it by bugbear cautions, 
to beware of Calviniſm, Antinomianiſm, a 

artial God, Se. It is therefore for ſuch as 
theſe that this little piece is chiefly intended, 


eircular letter, dated July 2, 1771, and written, as I. 
ſuppoſe by the poſt mark, from Briſtol. The letter it- 
ſelf is too poor to deſerve any notice ; however, what 
is wanting in ſkill is amply made up in bitter invective 
againſt Calviniſm, and in true zeal for the Weſlean- 
ſyſtem ; whilſt the author, like a thoroughly exaſpe- 
rated Arminian, happily diſplays his candour, as Mr, 
Weſlty has done before him, in 1 up the old 
ſtory of Ser vetus, and attributing the ſame ſpirit which 
cauſed him to be put to death, to all who have the 
misfortune of differing from Mr. WVeęſey. He alſo 
greatly laments the loſs of that charity among profeſſors, 
which belieweth all things, and endureth all things; 
though all the idea he ſeems to have of it himſelf, con- 
fiſts in believing all things which Mr. John believes, 
and in enduring all things which Mr. Fohz chooſes 
ſhould be endured by his own followers, concerning 
marriage, tea, ſnuff, Sc. againſt which Mr. John 
gravely exerciſed his pen, whilſt he remained a ſtranger 
to the happineſs of drinking a comfortable diſh of 


tea, with Mrs. Veſtey, his preſent lady. | 
apd | 


and if it prove a word in ſeaſon but to one 
ſoul, I ſhall not regret my labour. 


With regard to Mr. Weſley himſelf, it is 


not for me or any other man to determine 


concerning his ſtate as a Chriſtian, It is 
certain there may be much zeal which is 


not according to knowledge; and it is alſo 


certain, that much ſea and land may be com- 
paſſed to make proſelytes, by thoſe who are 
nevertheleſs ſtrangers to real converſion them- 


ſelves. I confeſs however, I had for many 
years an high veneration for Mr. Weſley, 
even though I differed from him in thoſe 
points deemed Calviniſtical. But his late mi- 


nutes have obliged me to form very different 
ſentiments of him; and theſe ſentiments are 
ſo far from being changed into more favour- 


able ones, by the late declaration at Briſtol, 


that I am thereby more than ever convinced 
of his unſettled principles, and prevaricating 
diſpoſition. 


L readily acknowledge that Mr. J. IVeſley, 
as leader of a ſect diſſenting from the articles 
of the church of England, has a right to 


maintain his own principles; and yet I think 


it the duty of every Chriſtian, ſo far as he 
believes thoſe principles to be unſound and 
dangerous, to teſtify his abhorrence of 
them. 


I would conclude with obſerving, that there 


cannot be a more unfair way of proceeding, 


than 


| 
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than tocondemn doctrines on account of the 


practices of ſome individuals who hold thoſe. 


doctrines. That there have been, in all 
ages, thee: who profeſs to know God, whilſt 
in works they deny him, is but too certain; 
and we might as well charge the ſins of 
David, Lot, Noah, the inteſtuous Corin- 
thian, arid even of Judas himſelf, upon our 
Lord ànd the apoſtles and prophets; as ak- 
tribute the. perſonal crimes of any one or 
more ing what is called Calviniſm, to 
the fyſtem of divinity taught by that emi- 
nent refurmer ohm Calvin. J mention this, 
becauſe a late writer in the preſent con- 
troverſy has defended his cauſe with ſore 
weapons of this ſorts but however he 9 
may differ in ſome particular points, I have | 
the higheſt: veneration for his many and 
great excellencies, and know his good W 
and candour to be ſuch, that I am 
ſuaded upon a review. of that Part ” his 
ublication, he will ſincerely wiſh it had heen 
eft out; not only for the reaſons I have 
mentioned, but becauſe he muſt be very 
Jenſible how much theſe things expoſe reli- 
2 in the eyes of the world, and that he 
ath thereby opened a door of retaliation, 
againſt certain perſons of his own principles, 


Which, ben I forbear to make uſe of. 
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